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one-half unit of credit for high-school 
graduation. During the three years in 
which the plan has been in operation 501 
papers have been submitted to the Board 
for examinations, of which 407 received 
a passing mark. In June, 1915, 37 high 
schools were represented by 122 papers, 
104 of which were passed. The introduc- 
tion of the syllabus is expressive of the plan, 
an extract of which follows: 

A knowledge of the Bible is an essential 
element in a good education. Whether or not 
one is interested in the Bible as a manual of 
devotion, it is imperative that he should be 
familiar with it as a literature and as a history; 
for no literature and no history have more 
vitally affected Anglo-Saxon civilization. Eng- 
lish literature has been greatly influenced by 
biblical style and is strewn with allusions to 



Bible stories and teachings. Shakespeare is 
said to have over seven hundred such allusions; 
Tennyson over four hundred. As Charles 
Dudley Warner put it, "The Bible is the one 
book that no intelligent person can afford to be 
ignorant of." 

And yet actual experience proves that the 
average young person has a very imperfect 
knowledge of this wonderful book. This sylla- 
bus has been prepared with the hope that the 
boys and girls of North Dakota of high-school 
age may be led to a serious study of this 
great literature. With a Bible containing 
maps, the diligent student will be adequately 
equipped, although other helps, if available, 
may, of course, be used to advantage. 
The essential thing is to study the Bible 
itself, to glean its history and the life story 
of its great characters, to note the simple 
beauty of its style, and to grasp its ideas and 
ideals. 
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The Leveling Influence of War 

An extract from a letter written by 
Rev. Allen P. Shatford, chaplain to the 
Fifth Canadian Infantry Brigade, to the 
Canadian Churchman gives a hint of the 
way denominational barriers are being 
leveled in the religious services along the 
fighting lines in Europe. 

"There is not the least evidence of de- 
nominational friction or rivalry. We are a 
band of brothers endeavoring to speed 
forward the Kingdom of God. It is a com- 
mon thing for all communions to meet 
together at divine service. All Protestants 
use the same form of service and the same 
hymns. Battalions parade as a unit — 
there is no dividing up of denominations. 
Even at our communions there is remark- 
able unity. I have had present at my 
Eucharist men of every denomination — we 
gladly welcome everybody. And in return 
I know that Anglicans have attended the 
Lord's Supper when administered by Presby- 
terian chaplains. Soldiers do not ask what 
church the chaplain belongs to as he con- 



ducts the service — they gladly receive the 
ministry of any chaplain when trouble 
presses hard upon them. We had an 
anniversary service on the Sunday after 
King Albert's birthday. It was held in 
front of the Roman church and all Chris- 
tians were present. The choir of boys sang 
the Te Deum, the band played the national 
anthems of Belgium and the British Empire, 
and we all joined lustily in the cheers 
for the heroic king. This war is breaking 
down many barriers — social, national, eccle- 
siastical May we not rejoice that 

it is declaring to the Christian world the 
need of Christian unity, and hope that the 
people at home will make ready for the 
coming opportunity ? " 

What Now Hinders Church Unity? 

Under this caption there appears in the 
Christian Century of January 27 a survey of 
the present movements toward church union 
and the writer asserts that the two points 
at which the program of Christian unity 
rubs are immersion-baptism and the his- 
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toric episcopate. The former is represented 
by the Disciples and Baptists, and concerns 
itself with the status of church membership. 
The latter is represented by the Episcopal 
communion and concerns itself with the 
status of the ministry. In conclusion the 
writer says, "The Episcopalians must and 
no doubt will find a way both to preserve 
their Episcopate and ultimately to extend it 
over the whole church without demanding 
reordination of the present Protestant 
ministry. And the immersion-practicing 
bodies must adopt the practice already 
adopted by many of their local congrega- 
tions, by which immersion may be given its 
full chance to become the universal prac- 
tice without demanding the rebaptism of 
the present unimmersed portion of the 
church." 

Some Church Figures of Last Year 

We are indebted to the Continent, 
February 10, for the following statistics 
which are based upon the report of Dr. H. K. 
Carroll, associate secretary of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America. 
The gains of the communicants of all reli- 
gious bodies within the United States last 
year amounted to 653,592, and the increase 
of ministers 1,716. This increase of com- 
municants is 128,000 short of the previous 
year, and the number of new ministers is 
much less than half. A year ago 13,000 new 
local churches were added to American 
denominations. Now, instead of a gain 
there is an actual shrinkage of 160 organiza- 
tions, which Dr. Carroll interprets as evi- 
dence of many unions of congregations in 
over-churched communities. 

Presbyterians of all kinds are set down 
as numbering 2,104,039, a gain of 69,000 
for the year. The Continent claims that 
if the four reformed bodies were included 
as they should be, within the Presbyterian 
list, the combined Presbyterian strength 
would appear as 2,606,641. The most 
diminutive denomination belongs to the 



Presbyterian family. The Reformed Pres- 
byterian (Covenanted) Church has only one 
church, no minister, and 40 communicants. 
The Reformed Presbyterian church in the 
United States and Canada reports one 
church and 360 communicants, a decrease 
of 8 members. The Continent states that 
in twenty-five years the Presbyterian church 
"U.S.A." has advanced 90 per cent. 

We have only estimates of such im- 
portant bodies as the Baptists and Disciples 
and Roman Catholics. But the grand 
total shows that at least 40,000,000 citizens 
of the United States are connected with 
definite Christian bodies, of whom 25,000,- 
000 are Protestants. 

T.M.C.A. Services in War Times 

The extent to which the Y.M.C.A. is 
measuring up to the demands which are 
being made upon it through war conditions 
is reassuring. In fact, the Christian Cen- 
tury is inclined to think "the Young Men's 
Christian Association has come to the 
kingdom for just such a time as this." And 
the statement is made that "in no previous 
time has Christian work been carried on 
among the soldiers on anything like the 
vast scale characteristic of this war." The 
Christian Advocate credits Dr. Mott with 
this report: 

"A report from the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association workers in France that 
there are openings along the French line 
where 200 Association secretaries could be 
used at once, if the men were available for 
appointment; a call from Russia for 
15 Americans able to speak German who, 
directly on their arrival in Russia, would be 
sent into the internment camps of German 
prisoners, to make themselves helpful in 
every way that their own judgment might 
suggest; and finally, an appeal from Italy 
asking for enough money to supply 1,000,- 
000 copies of Dr. Luzzi's translation of the 
New Testament to soldiers in the Italian 
camps and trenches." 
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Furthermore, from the same source we 
are informed that Dr. Mott is carrying a 
budget of over half a million dollars a year, 
which amount he has undertaken to secure 
from generous people of wealth, for carrying 
on religious work among the soldiers. The 
Y.M.C.A. finds that the prison camps espe- 
cially offer a wide field for service, and its 
workers are welcomed on both side of the 
lines. There are said to be 5,000,000 
wounded soldiers now in hospitals, and so 
we readily recognize that the opportunities 
of Christian service are extended beyond 
computation. 

Fiftieth Anniversary ol Y.W.C.A. 

On March 3, 1016, the Young Women's 
Christian Association of the United States 
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. The 
Young Men's Christian Association kept 
its jubilee fifteen years ago. The "birth- 
service" of the Y.W.C.A. was held in 
Boston, with special memory of the first 
president, Mrs. Henry F. Durant. In 
general the Y.W.C.A. has followed the 
methods of the Y.M.C.A., but not always; 
sometimes the Y.M.C.A. has followed the 
lead of the Y.W.C.A. For instance, the 
scheme of having dormitories attached to 
the Association building had its origin 
in the first Y.W.C.A. building, which was 
erected in Boston in 1874. The Young 
Women's Christian Association includes 
360,000 members, scattered throughout 
nearly a thousand associations. 

Conference at Garden City 

During the first week of January an 
inter-denominational conference was held 
at Garden City. The first impulse on the 
part of denominational papers was to hail 
this conference as a signal for a world-wide 
movement toward church union. Appar- 
ently the first blush of enthusiasm has died 
away. True it is, some still retain their 



first impressions, but others think they see 
through the mists, and "can find nothing 
in it except a thinly disguised invitation to 
come back to Rome," and the Episcopal 
Recorder hopes the delegates "have now 
awakened to the fact that there was nothing 
in it." 

The idea of a world-conference originated 
in the Episcopal church. At the Cincinnati 
General Convention, in 1910, a commission 
was appointed to meet with similar commis- 
sions from other Christian bodies and plan 
a world-conference. This commission went 
diligently to work and secured the co- 
operation of most Protestant bodies on this 
continent. Deputations were sent to the 
Church of England and British Non- 
conformists, and to the continent of Europe. 
At the preparatory consultation, held in 
Garden City, the representatives were 
confined to North America. These dele- 
gates represented the commissions appointed 
by the Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Congregational, and 
Moravian churches, the Disciples of Christ, 
and the English church of Canada. Over- 
tures to the Vatican brought a courteous 
response from the Pope which was well 
received by the delegates. This letter told 
how the affection of the Pope "kindled" 
for the projectors of the conference, and how 
his prayers were never lacking to those 
who sincerely strive "that the unity of faith 
and fellowship instituted by Christ and built 
upon Peter may be restored and that all who 
enrolled in the name of Christian may 
betake themselves to the bosom of the most 
loving Church and may be joined and 
associated as members with Christ the 
head." The Canadian Churchman is in- 
clined to think this letter betrays the sole 
interest of Rome in the conference. The 
upshot of the conference is that it was agreed 
to hold a world-conference as soon as pos- 
sible after the close of the war. 



